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One of the main challenges in structural analysis is the
reliable definition of structural loading; especially the
loading pattern due to earthquake input acceleration at
the base of the structure. During the past four decades,
in spite of the fact that six components—three trans-
lational and three rotational—are needed to describe
strong ground motion (SGM) and excitation due to ro-
tational motion, which are mainly associated with fail-
ures of some tall and long structures in the course of
past earthquakes, like Kobe and Northridge, structural
analysis procedures are still based on the principles of
clagsical earthquake engineering, and the effects rota-

tional components on the seismic loading of structures
are ignored. One reasons for such assumption is the com-
plexity of the derivation of simple seismic loading
patterns for structures subject to rotational load-
ing.

This study addresses research on the effects of earth-
quake rotational components on the seismic loading pat-
terns of engineering structures, due to spatial variations
of earthquake ground motion (SVEGM). To achieve this
objective, at first, a new method is derived to obtain
the power spectral density function of the rotational
ground motion in free-fields in terms of translational
components, by modifying the Kanai-Tajimi SDF. Next,
a new procedure is presented using a coherency func-
tion to obtain the SVEGM pattern in the time domain.
The presented technique is applicable for the earthquake
loading of multiple support structures, such as bridges,
pipelines, and buildings, supported on spread founda-
tions, etc. Moreover, a simple relation is derived in or-
der to estimate the input rotational and translational
motions of rigid mat foundations, by considering the ef-
fects of kinematic soil structure interaction. The numer-
ical results show that ignoring the effects of kinematic
soil structure interaction in the seismic excitation of ex-
tended structures may lead to the unsafe loading of these
structures.

Key Words: earthquake rotational components, phase
velocity, principal axes, phase delay, coherency, multiple
support excitations.
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