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Poorly graded clean sand sediments formed on coastal
zones are usually in a loose state, especially at shallow
depths and when saturated, show low strength values
even under static loading. This is because under cyclic
loading, like seismic excitations, excess pore water pres-
sure undergoes a sudden rise and, hence, decreases the
strength to reach a condition near initial liquefaction or
excessive settlement. One of the most important reasons
behind intensifying the cyclic loading effect is indeed
stress reversal, or, when after loading in a compressive
manner, a reverse loading equal to twice the compres-
sive amplitude will be applied in such a way that the soil
element experiences an extension. In the latter case, the
major principal stress direction will rotate from vertical
to horizontal direction or the a change of 0 to 90 de-
grees will occur. Furthermore, under many monotonic
loading/unloading conditions, the major principal stress
may also change its direction, with respect to the verti-
cal direction and the stress path on the soil element after
from, for example, compression to extension. Therefore,
it can be simply concluded that knowing the values of
strength in monotonic compression and extension load-
ing and a study of soil behavior in these cases, would be
useful in design applications.

Portland cement can be mixed with sand to improve its
mechanical characteristics. Many studies are reported in

literature on this topic, but the effect of principal stress
rotation has not been investigated yet. Considering the
inherent anisotropy of most sands, it is not clear whether
the added cement will contribute to an equal increase in
strength and stiffness in vertical and horizontal direc-
tions or not.

In this study, the effects of adding Portland cement to
clean sand on strength and stiffness characteristics
are investigated through experimental investigation us-
ing undrained triaxial compression and extension tests.
Different mixtures of Portland cement (1.5, 3 and 5 %)
have been added to Firuzkooh sand and the specimens
have been cast using the wet tamping method.

Test results revealed that while adding Portland cement
will increase strength and elastic modulus (stiffness) in
both stress paths, in most cases the percent of strength
and stiffness increases, due to cement addition in exten-
sion loading is higher than compression. In other words,
Portland cement addition tends to decrease strength and
stiffness anisotropy. This is a noticeable point for atten-
tion in practical applications when compared to other
soil improvement methods.

Key Words: anisotropy, Portland cement, stress path,
triaxial compression and extension test, rotation of principal
stresses.
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