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In this paper, the potential of using a combination of
the blast furnace slag of an Isfahan steel work, and silica
fume to achieve concrete with high durability and appro-
priate rate of strength gain has been investigated. The
performance of the ternary concrete is compared with
control and binary mixes. The binary concrete stud-
ied includes mixes containing slag at cement replace-
ment levels of 15, 30 and 50 percent, and mixes con-
taining silica fume at cement replacement levels of 2.5,
5, 7.5 and 10 percent. The ternary concrete includes a
combination of silica fume and slag at various cement
replacement levels. The w/b ratio and total cementi-
tious material content was kept constant for all mixes at
0.38 and 420 K g/m?, respectively. Concrete mixes were
evaluated for compressive strength, electrical resistance,
rapid chloride permeability (ASTM C1202 RCPT test)
and rapid chloride migration (AASHTO TP64 RCMT
test), at various ages up to 180 days.

Combined use of silica fume and slag resulted in re-
duced water demand, compared to mixes containing sil-
ica fume. Using ternary mixes, it was also possible to
reduce water demand compared to the control concrete.

Use of slag at a 15% replacement level of cement did not
cause a considerable reduction in strength properties.
For slag at 30% and 50% replacement levels of cement,
strength properties were considerably lower than con-
trol at all ages.The results show that simultaneous use
of silica fume has only a moderate effect in improving
the slow rate of strength gain of binary mixes contain-
ing slag. Therefore ternary mixes with high slag content
have considerably lower strength than control at all ages.
The durability of ternary mixes, even at the age of 28
days, was better than the control mix, and the problem
of the lower durability of binary mixes containing slag
at 28 days can, thus, be overcome through the use of
ternary mixes. At later ages, ternary mixes have ex-
cellent durability and can even outperform binary mixes
containing equal amounts of silica fume. Using an appro-
priate combination of slag and silica fume, it is possible
to obtain ternary mixes with 28 day strength compara-
ble to the control mix, and with considerably improved
durability, particularly in the long term.

Key Words: ternary concrete, slag, silica fume, durabil-
ity, RCPT, RCMT.
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